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11. COUNCIL OF THE MARONITE CONGREGATION 

State of Kuwait

The council of the Maronite Congregation in the State of Kuwait, having the pleasure to participate into the 2nd International Maronite Foundation Congress, and appreciating its efforts and objectives, would like to present a paper as a contribution to the effectiveness of this congress, hoping it would be accepted by delegates, as part of final resolutions:

1 – While we live in peace amongst our Muslim brethren in the Arabian Gulf countries, we work and do business with them in noticeable harmony, we feel that most of our Muslim friends have a very little knowledge, or critically distorted facts of the Christian faith. Also, the majority of Christians who live or were born over there ignore their religion.  This is due to lack of religious education, as teaching Christian faith is not allowed outside the church, even to Christians. While we are grateful to the State of Kuwait for granting the Christians the freedom to worship in their churches, some other communities in countries around do not enjoy this basic human right.

This situation does not only deprive the young Christian generations born in these countries from knowing their religion, and make many of them very vulnerable to conversion as they grow up without any religion, but it also leaves some skepticism over our relationship with those who ignore our supreme Christian principles, our love to our neighbors and our peaceful aspirations.      

In the spirit of reaching out to our communities, so they get to learn their faith, and reaching out to the  people with whom we have lived for centuries, so they get to know us better and our cultural interaction would bear better witness to our unity, we recommend that the Congress give special attention to the importance of using the mass media as an efficient tool to accomplish our objectives. 

In this respect, a good support should be extended to respectful religious TV and radio stations to broadcast in Arabic via satellites, to the whole Arab region. We suggest that support be offered to the almost unique, fully devoted stations based in Lebanon: Tele-lumiere TV and Voice of Love Radio stations that gained the support of all Christian communities, and the appreciation of Muslim listeners and even Muslim clerics; They also received lately an award from the government of Lebanon for their inspiring and fruitful social commitment. 

2 – Due to the difficult economic situation in Lebanon, as well as the greed of those who search for an easy profit, or have a long term plan in their mind, there are reports of major sale of real estate properties to non-Lebanese individuals and institutions.  While there is a limit of 5% on what can be sold to foreigners in each province and 3,000 m2 per person, there are deals that go around the law either through registering in the name of every family member or under the name of Lebanese registered companies. The corruption in governmental offices is another factor to make any limit control ineffective.   

This does not only create a high risk of losing the identity of the Lebanese territory and consequently the national identity of its inhabitants, but it also brings the price of land to a level that is hard to meet by the majority of Lebanese who wish to build a home or buy an apartment.   The worse is certainly possible, giving the tremendous wealth the nations in the area possess and the small size of the Lebanese territory. It should be known that, despite the huge land space most of the surrounding countries have, and the much lower density of inhabitants by square kilometers, most countries prohibit the sale of land, and even of apartments, to other than their nationals.

We would like the Congress to stress on the government of Lebanon to strengthen the controls over the sale of Lebanese land to foreigners, and to limit real estate trade through discouraging legislations.   We should also encourage the Lebanese emigrants and their descendants to invest in Lebanon, so they help people who are in dire need to liquid money to survive these difficult times. While this prevents selling the land to foreigners, it would be of good return to those who invest when the economic situation improves, and they can sell it back to residents if they have no need for it. 

3 – In addition to making the life of those who are trying to survive there very difficult, another impact of the severe economic crisis Lebanon is going through, is a critical hemorragy of new generations, in particular university graduates. While all Lebanese factions were affected, the Christians were among those who were hit most, as they lately feel somehow marginalized in one hand and, on the other hand, they receive the least financial and social support from outside organizations.          

We urge the Congress to encourage those capable individuals, institutions and organizations, to be concerned and try their best to help this cause. This can be realized through investments in Lebanon and in the areas of similar conditions in the surrounding countries. To stop the emigration of young generations at a detrimental rate requires creating jobs especially in the country side, establishing non-profit social and professional institutions, fostering children in schools and universities, helping to find marketing outlets for their production, offering know-how to establish modern workshops, industries and agricultural investments, Gaining charitable organizations status for such institutions to donors from taxation would be a good incentive…

The vehicle for such projects could be an investment bank or fund for the eastern Christian communities. This would benefit the investors, as well as those who struggle to preserve our presence in that region in which “Muslims were once our dear guests”, as his beatitude Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius Hazeem had said. 

4 -  We have noticed during the latest presidential elections in Syria, the Syrians had the right, actually the obligation, to vote in their embassies as well as in different centers in Lebanon. While Lebanon claims to have deep roots in democracy, and while the Lebanese abroad offer a major support to their country, particularly through transfer of funds and investments, they have no right to vote, nor to have a say in the fate of their home country. Therefore, we hope the Congress will ask the Lebanese government to establish voting right for parliamentary elections, for all Lebanese and their descendants around the world.

At the same time we should urge all Lebanese communities to use their right and apply for a Lebanese citizenship for their siblings. 

5 – The Christian presence in the Middle East has had a rich contribution, throughout the ages, to the civilization and culture of that area. Lebanon in particular played a main role in achieving that mission and proving the possibility of co-existence between Christianity and Islam with mutual respect, understanding and fruitful interaction. It is therefore of great importance to preserve the Christian presence in the orient, not only for the sake of Arab Christians and their Muslim brothers, but also for the sake of the world community.

With this spirit, we ask the Congress to call upon the Arab and Muslim countries to safeguard the religious and cultural heritage and presence of the Christian peoples in the East, and to help creating for them an atmosphere of assurance for a peaceful and respectful existence, as well as full religious freedom, away of fanatic eruptions threat.

6 – All the participants are certainly aware of the tragic events in Palestine and the suffering the Palestinian people has gone and still going through. Our church and the Patriarch have condemned the violence against civilians and the ugly oppression of a people who is struggling for an independent state. We hope the Congress would give the same strong support to the Palestinian cause.

7 – The Christian communities in the East have witnessed, since the 2nd half of the 20th Century, an ever-going rate of mixed marriages, even in all villages of traditionally one-community areas. This fact in addition to several major events in the area, have strengthened the feeling of unity and shared destiny. However this social synergy and unification of families were not met with a parallel rapprochement in the churches, particularly in sharing sacraments and unification of the holidays, namely the greatest day for Christians:  Resurrecting of Christ.

We hope for the sake of all Christians and in particular Christian Communities in the East, the Congress will urge the churches authorities to work harder on reaching the unity of the church. Until then, we should insist to agree on the Easter Holiday so all Christians unite in prayer and celebration. 

While we wish all success to the congress, we join our hands with yours to reach the noble objectives you have set for the Congress, and we believe our cause will succeed as long as we stay behind it to keep it alive in the mind and hearts of the old and new generations, and we continue offering it our effective support. 

May God bless all of you

Council of the Maronite – Kuweit
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