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16. LEBANON: CHRISTIANITY AND THE MARONITE CHURCH
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Maronite Church, of the Lebanese Family and Other Participants of the Congress,

First of all, I would like to apologize for not being able to attend this Congress, which is of great importance in this turbulent time. I am sure all of you understand that family matters should be one of our deepest concerns in life and, unfortunately, such is my case right now.

Anyway, I have some brief words that will hopefully bring a little light to the minds of the many brilliant and faithful people that are about to discuss the issues of Christianity, Maronitism and, surely, of our beloved Lebanon.

The history of Christians in the Middle East and especially in Lebanon is strictly related to the history of the Maronite Church. The Maronites kept the Mountain free for about a thousand years; their engagement still represents a role model to all the Middle Eastern Christians; they helped forging a national identity and, most important, they continue to be amongst the most loyals of Jesus’ sons. The Bkerke Chair has always been the bastion of Christianism in the Near East.

Nevertheless, History has taught us that internal divisions between us, Christians, were responsible for the weakening and shrinkage of our presence in the Middle East. Today, more than ever, the Maronites are called to promote the union of the Christians of all sects, in order to reinvigorate our ideals, re-establish the respect for cultural and religious diversity in the Levantine region and stand firm against the intolerance that wounds the dignity and the freedom that every man deserves.

Besides, it is very important to all of us to discuss and defend, in a Congress of such scale, the preservation of Lebanon’s sovereignty, the conquest of peace and the observance of the Human Rights. Those are values for which we are deeply compromised. This orientation, more than a point of view, is a historical mission to us since it is the basis of our own true identity.

It must be emphasized that the Lebanese identity is in great danger because of the dictatorial Syrian domination over Lebanon. This domination has been causing much disturbance to our country. Kidnappings, murders of Christian leaders and continuous disrespects to the full exercise of civil and political rights have become common practices in a country that once was an oasis of peace. Add to all this, the deliberated weakening of the Lebanese economy with the sole desire to blend Syria and Lebanon in one country, for what there is no historical basis.

The emigration is one of the main targets of the Syrian regime that, through the action of FEARAB and the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Lebanon, plants the seeds of disagreement amidst the Lebanese Presence throughout the world. The internal divisions of the World Lebanese Cultural Union cannot be explained in any other way.

We all know that the fight against terror begins with the democratization of all the countries of the Middle East. Therefore, we should stand firm in favor of the imposition of effective sanctions to the countries that insist in adopting discretional regimes and obstruct the attainment of peace in the region. The Lebanese-Americans have already got expressive results along with the American Congress, what can be verified through the Syrian Accountability Act (2002).

We would like to use the opportunity of the Maronite Congress – which we believe should, in a second phase, discuss essentially Lebanese issues – to propose the creation of an international movement formed by 3 (three) representatives of each country where the Lebanese Presence is expressive.  The movement should also rely on an American Secretary-General capable of assuring a place for the Lebanese interests in the Congress of the United States.

This international movement in favor of the liberation of Lebanon will have as its main objectives: the retreat of all non-Lebanese military forces from the Lebanese soil; the restitution of democracy in the various levels of the Lebanese politics and; the stanching of the bleeding represented by the evasion of the many bright minds that, each year, flee from Lebanon fearful of a dark future. The movement will also support the World Lebanese Cultural Union - WLCU - in order to strengthen the organization and free it from the influence of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Lebanon.

If we really want to see a free, sovereign Lebanon, we must put in every possible effort; if there is a right time to act, for everything that is happening worldwide, this time is now. It is of vital importance that Lebanon restores its full sovereignty in order to raise its voice high in the international system as it did in the past. Therefore, it could continue expressing and enriching its moral, spiritual and human values that constitute the Lebanese cultural legacy (the main basis of the privileged Lebanese identity)

Hail free Lebanon! 




Charles Loutfi

 President of the National
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