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2. THE MARGINALIZATION OF CHRISTIANS IN AN  EVOLVING LEBANON

Critical Issues

Today in Lebanon, the situation that exists politically and economically is marginalizing the Christians. Perhaps the single greatest danger facing Lebanon's Christians in the coming years is depletion through emigration and declining birth rates. The Lebanese entity, which was created thanks to and not for the Maronites, will have no chance to survive if the latter does not recover the role it is entitled to within this entity.

Definition of the problem

It is estimated that throughout the recent war, close to 900,000, the vast majority of them Christians, left Lebanon. Only a fraction has since returned.  If naturalization of the remaining Palestinians in the country, who are overwhelmingly Muslim, goes through as part of an overall peace settlement, then the Christians will be in even more dire straits.


Parameters

Syrian Occupation
The longer this lasts the more permanent and deeper the damage sustained by the Christians. With freedoms already in eclipse, the Parliament usually rubber-stamps Syrian-sponsored legislation in such sensitive areas as education, demography, and politics that will have a negative effect on the Christian community. The voices of dissent are limited to a courageous few.

Islamization
 In its present stagnant state, Lebanon is being steadily and in danger of being irreversibly islamicized. Whether through the policies of Saudi-backed politicians who purchase vast real-estate properties from needy Christians and staffs government and civil-service appointments exclusively with Muslims, or whether on the other end of the spectrum through the growing power of the militant Iran-inspired fundamentalists, whose leaders state openly that they are working for the eventual creation of an Islamic state in Lebanon. The United States and the West may ask what one more "Islamic Republic" can add to the Middle East. Islamization directly threatens the free Christian presence in Lebanon.

Middle East Peace Process Concerns
 Continued delay in the participation of Lebanon, as an equal partner with full rights of representation will be detrimental to the Christian community that has historically led the effort for a democratic state.

Economic Stagnation
 The present policies of the state are stale and unimaginative. Economic decisions and critical government appointments are treated as political spoils for the special interests with little regard for the overall economic health of the population which has seen alarming attrition of its middle class.

There is a lack of development of the Lebanese economy which is failing to maintain or keep pace with the developing work force of professionals in Lebanon. Most Lebanese Christian/Maronites are reluctant to accept lower level positions, and require professional jobs. These have not developed due to the lack of foreign investment and location in Lebanon, as was the historic case. Since the jobs have not developed, the trained classes of professionals, engineers, business majors, etc, have major difficulties in finding acceptable employment. Most are not suited to adapting to underemployed
positions and are unwilling to work at positions beneath their station or training


Solutions

Lebanon's history offers a unique example of peaceful and creative coexistence between Muslims and Christians. At a time when tensions between Islam and Christianity are increasing at many points around the world, it is imperative that Lebanon's legacy not be squandered.


Internal action
  The Maronite Patriarch, as spokesman for the Christians and who enjoys the respect of the Muslims, is able to continue to bring all sides together. Together with the Patriarchal charities and other Christian projects, he is an ideal conduit for many activities that the US may undertake in Lebanon.

* Role of the Christian Churches?

Support the Patriarchy in its efforts to solve the housing, medical insurance, education and job problems in Lebanon

*  Role of the Christian political parties?
Support the Patriarchy in its goal to obtain sovereignty and economic independence for Lebanon, with a complete withdrawal of foreign troops from the country, the assumption of total control of all lands by the Lebanese Military, and the conclusion of a strategic alliance with Syria, and the full diplomatic exchange of ambassadors by Syria and Lebanon.

External Action
 The United States should, as a matter of policy, encourage interfaith cooperation in governmental, social, economic and humanitarian projects it sponsors in Lebanon. Actions by the United States aimed at social, economic and political assistance should be based on a policy that supports the free and equal Christian presence in Lebanon.

* Role of a truly united Diaspora

· Participate in international registration of Lebanese immigrants 

· Emphasize unique mission of Lebanon as a land of dialogue and coexistence between Christianity and Islam

· Stress need for true democracy in Lebanon to preserve balance of power and stability in the region

· Impress on all the need for a strong lobby effort in the United States and other developed nations for economic assistance and trade preferences to help economic development to prevent Lebanon from becoming a land of terrorism and drugs.

· Demand respect for human rights in Lebanon, and cooperation with those that monitor violations.

Call attention to the following:

· The need to create jobs and opportunities for the youth

· The need to open schools and provide scholarships for vocational and higher education

· The need to support the Church in its efforts to solve the housing crisis

· The need to provide some kind of medical and hospitalization aid
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