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	The Lebanese Diaspora is deeply concerned in the Synod for Lebanon in four areas:





1.	The Lebanese Diaspora is concerned in the Synod's goals and objectives, along with the movement of a spiritual renewal and a unified solidarity for the testimony of love.





2.	The Lebanese Diaspora is concerned in supporting the Lebanese case.





3.	The Lebanese Diaspora is concerned in supporting the Christian existence in Lebanon and the Middle-East.





4.	The establishment of an organized relationship with the Lebanese migrants





1.	The Lebanese Diaspora is concerned in the Synod's goals and the movement of a spiritual renewal and a unified solidarity for the testimony of love.





	The spiritual renewal and the unified testimony for love are ways leading toward the goal of convening the Synod of the Universal Catholic Church's Bishops for Lebanon.  As a matter of fact, this goal has two dimensions:  A Lebanese and an ecclesiological one.  The Lebanese objective is "to reconstruct a new society that is worthy of Lebanon's historical vocation", according to the expression of the Pope John Paul the Second.  In a sense that Lebanon has a message of freedom and democracy, of a mutual Christian and Moslem dialogue











at the living, cultural, and political levels of ecumenic initiative and cultural pluralism.  The Holy Father repeated these expressions in his interventions regarding Lebanon since his crowning on the chair of Rome in 1978 until our days.  He included them in his letter to the Catholic Bishops in the world on May 1, 1984.





	The ecclesiological objective aims to protect the effective Lebanese presence in Lebanon and in the Middle East, which is a presence of testimony and mission.  His Holiness confirms that the development of Christianity in Lebanon is the condition for the existence of the Christian communities in the Middle Eastern countries.  Lebanon and its Church have the privilege to play this role which is threatened by the regional and international events; in addition to many situations at stake.





	The Lebanese Christian Diaspora is called upon to be conscientious of this dual truth regarding Lebanon and its Church.  Moreover, the Lebanese Diaspora is involved with the movement of spiritual renewal as well as the unified testimony for love as mentioned in chapters two and three of the "Lineamenta's".  In essence, the Synod is an enterprise of both personal and collective reflexion, prayer and examination of conscience, about three issues revolving around identify, mission, and commitment to the evangelical 








values in the daily lives.  It obliges us to establish a new strategy in order to face current challenges.





	Dioceses and parishes spread worldwide are invited to support their mother Church which is involved with the Synod for Lebanon in the course of its testimony and renewal; exactly as guided and oriented by the "Lineamenta's" title" "Christ is our hope, renewed in his Spirit, together we testify for love".  These dioceses and parishes ought to renew themselves spiritually and pastorally.  Furthermore, they have to give testimony together for love in different societies where they are active starting from the situations they face.





2.	The Lebanese Diaspora (migrants) is concerned in supporting the Lebanese Case:





	The Lebanese Diaspora is able to support the Lebanese case which is a precious value of civilization to activate it, and to nourish it, because this is Lebanon's contribution to building the regional, and international peace.  The Diaspora is capable of doing that making use of its political, economic and cultural resources.





	As a matter of fact, our immigrants occupy high political positions in their respective countries, they own huge economic energies and they bright in the fields of science, culture, and communication.  If they invest these capacities, they will be able to activate the public








opinion in their host countries to put pressure on their governments in order to defend the Lebanese cause, and to let the host counties become friends with Lebanon.





3.	The Lebanese Diaspora is concerned in strengthening the Christian presence in Lebanon:





	The Christian presence in Lebanon and the Middle East is facing an emigration which constitutes "a huge national loss of their giving and sharing capabilities in a time when their society is in need for them.  The Christian migrants deprives our society from being an essential pillar, and deprive Christianity of its cultural depth: (Lineamenta, 88).  Pope John Paul II stated that the Lebanese and Middle Eastern Christians are defending the birthplace of Christianity through their continuous efforts, blood, and sacrifices.  It is not allowed to be indifferent toward their destiny, mission, presence and testimony.





	The Christian role in the Middle East is to continue to work for freedom, human rights, democracy, religious and cultural pluralism.  Furthermore, the Lebanese migrants ought to support the Christian presence in Lebanon and in the Middle East at two levels: first, in limiting the migration phenomenon.  Secondly, in providing Lebanon with financial and economic support.


 














A.	Put a Limit to the migration Phenomenon:





	It is necessary to remember that the Christians are antochthonous  not comers in Lebanon and the Middle East, therefore, their right is to live in the land of their ancestors, to express their faith freely and with dignity, and to pursue their civilized role politically, culturally, socially and spiritually, in this part of the world where the divine providence has placed them.





	The Lebanese migrants ought to take the responsibility for adopting a strategy in cooperation with the Western Churches and the different NGOS to put a limit for the emigration process.  The major components of this strategy are:





	- The formation of a higher Christian Board composed of Lay and religious members, aiming to give the Christians of Lebanon and the Middle East a moral and material support.





	- The organization of a saving fund to encourage the birth rates to give them the necessary financial support, to provide housing to new families, and to sustain the education and hospitalization costs.





	- The creation of credit cooperatives and insurance to facilitate housing and educational loans and to promote the professional


 


and economic rehabilitation.








B.	The Financial and Economic Support:





	The Lebanese abroad play a major role of the financial and economic levels:





	- Sending a regular financial assistance to their parents in Lebanon and in the Middle east aiming to lessen their financial burdens.





	- Allocating certain funds from their institutions and organizations' budgets to support the work of charity, schools, universities, hospitals and alike.





	- Helping export lebanese products to the world in order to open new jobs in Lebanon and strengthen the economy.





	- Investing the immigrants' financial resources in different industrial and trade projects in Lebanon, aiming to support the Lebanese economic growth.
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