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Respectful Conferees,





	Should it be true that the part incorporates the characteristics of the whole, as scientists say, then every Lebanese, no matter how distant he/she is from home, retains all the characteristics of his native land added to what he/she has acquired from the cultures he/she has come in contact with.  Our present congress, then, is convened in our capacity as Lebanese first and international citizens second.  We carry the characteristics of our home country and are inebriated with the characteristics of human culture in its broad sense.  Hence, we have the obligations--as a river--of having recourse to our origin in order to qualify as tributaries to a larger whole.  And as each river is destined to depletion if it is cut off from its source, so a human being wanes when cut off from his/her roots: Lebanon is this source, the five continents are our water passages, and the earth at large is our pool.  With this faith in the unity between a Lebanese and another, and in the unity between the Lebanese at home and those abroad, I would like to address the topic "Determining ways to strengthen the Maronite heritage and values especially among the Lebanese emigres and their descendants."





	A rapid survey of the 








recommendations of all World Maronite Congresses and meetings, reveals, without exception, that the recommendations include the necessity to define and promote the Maronite heritage and values.  But till this moment these recommendations are still rhetorical statements and wishful thinking.  Since this present congress has for one of its themes the Maronite heritage and values and their promotion, certain priorities must be posed in our analysis of the topic in order to arrive at logical conclusions.  Before determining the means to preserve this heritage, however, the following must be considered:





1.	The essence of the Maronite heritage and values must be determined clearly and comprehensively in the light of objective and specialized research including science, art, literature, philosophy, economy, theology, and folklore.  One must mention two points:





	(A) Human values are not the monopoly of one nation, religion, or people.  Values either generate and propagate or wane and vanish.  Freedom, for example--the ultimate value--cannot be claimed by only one nation or regime but it--freedom--can fulfillment in this nation or regime.





	


	B. Heritage is different from tradition and customs; it is a vertical dimension whereas tradition and customs are the horizontal dimension.  Man is influenced by heritage and influences customs and traditions.





2.	The Maronite heritage, and the values it embodies, is synonymous to a people unique among Christians for its appellation after the name of a saint.  hence, the determination of the basis of existence of this people: origin, roots, identity, is prerequisite.  The question "Who are the Maronites?" must be answered.  The answer poses two problems:





	(A) Very few Maronites have a profound knowledge of Maronite heritage and values, whereas the majority is either oblivious or misinformed.





	(B) The origin of the Maronites, especially that of Lebanese Maronites, is considered to date back to some 1500 years ago.  Thus, Maronite history is confined to the last 15 centuries.  True, St. Maron, after whom the Maronites have been named, lived in the 4th century and dies in 410 AD.  But it is also true that the Maronites, namely the majority of the Maronites of Lebanon, belongs to the people indigenous to Mount Lebanon (the mountainous region extending from northern Lebanon to present 


Mount Lebanon) and who were christened at the hands of St. Maron's disciples.1  Hermit Abraham of Cyrrhus, who came from norther Syria to northern Lebanon, preached in the region of Afqa, Akoura, Jibet el-Mouneitera, an era which included the mountainous region extending from beskinta, southern Metn, to Tannourin in the north.  The coastal cities, however, were christened at the hands of Christ's apostles and disciples.  The region of Becharri and Kadisha (from Tannourin to Ehden) was christened at the hands of St. Simon the Sylite.  The archeological vestiges discovered in these mountainous areas indicate that these regions were populated.  Almost every single village had a temple or burial places carved in rocks after the burial fashion which prevailed in the 


pre-Christian era.2 It is worth to mention that when some of the Maronites in northern Syria took refuge in the Lebanese mountain, they were received by native Lebanese Maronites who welcomed them and secured their residence.





	Hence, the heritage of the Maronites of Lebanon is integral to the heritage of the ancient people of Lebanon and a continuation of that heritage.  If Maronitism as a creed is 1500 years old, it is also true that the Lebanese who adopted Maronitism have their deep roots in the Lebanese soil.  To limit the history of the Maronites in lebanon to 1500 years means the severing of their historical roots and the denial of their right to the 








land which they owned before their adoption of Maronitism.  Such a consideration makes of the Maronites new comers to or usurpers of this land from its original settlers.





	It is well known that the natural environment--resulting from the geographical location, weather, the nature of the soil and terrain--has a direct physical and psychological influence on man.  The Lebanese terrain--mountains, plains, valleys--the diversity of seasons, climates, and produce, molded the personality of the Lebanese and determined his behavior and reflexes and shaped his ways of thinking, his ambitions and hopes.3 Lebanon-the land had thus formed the firm basis for Lebanon-the people: "Lebanon, like other societies, is the byproduct of geography and history.  He forms a geographic nation or, in other terms, a geographic personality in which the basic private characteristics or the natural nationality, namely the psychological, of its people have been adapted and almost firmly determined according to the natural and hereditary conditions.





	The issues of gender, language, and religion which form the common denominators in a primitive society, are to civilized societies secondary and often changeable; they do not leave a trace in the basic and national characteristics which form the true motivational drives for human activities.  Hence, belonging to a new nationality does not 








erase the cultural heritage of a human being."4 





	Consequently, the Lebanese Maronite cannot isolate his heritage and values from spacio-temporal context of Lebanon.  The more the Lebanese Maronite is knowledgeable, and I emphasize knowledge, of the geographic, historical, and cultural dimensions of his country, the more confirmed is his feeling of brotherhood, solidarity, cohabitation, common destiny, and faith in the unity of land and belonging, not only among the Maronites but also among these and the rest of the Lebanese irrespective of their sects.  "Sectarianism in Lebanon is the result of Lebanon's natural and human formation and not the contrary.  lebanon is the cause and not the result."5





	Despite the plurality of religions, creeds, and sects in Lebanon--themselves nonindigenous-traces of the beliefs, rites, and traditions of pre-Christian and pre-Islamic religions are still manifest in some Lebanese habits and practices.  These traces are common to all Lebanese religions and sects.  A specialist in Lebanese Christian heritage in general and Maronite heritage in particular, will discover that the Lebanese terrain had paved the way for Christianity and that Christianity did not differ greatly from some ancient Lebanese beliefs.  The incarnation of God, self-sacrifice, resurrection, the trinitarian principle, human compassion, and the 








universality of religious though were cornerstones in ancient Lebanese belief.  Moreover, the Chalcedonian dogma which preaches the dual nature and the oneness of Christ, a dogma adopted and defended by the Maronites, was anticipated in the ancient Lebanese creed, a realistic creed which considered Baal a god who incorporates human attributes and is subject to the condition of human existence.





	The Lebanese land molded the personality of the Lebanese and determined his modes of thinking.  He identified himself with his land to the extent of worship.  This association with the land is what informs the history of the Maronites, a history marked with struggle.  The land was synonymous to their existence and essence because the attachment to the land is in line with the Maronite concept of incarnation, of the daily testimony to Christ the Man, a testimony related to time and place, that is, to land.6 





	Some 75 years ago the Maronite Patriarch Elias al-Howayek was delegated by the Administrative Council of Mount Lebanon--which represented all Lebanese sects during the Mutasarrifiyat System--traveled to paris to submit to the Peace Conference a memorandum in which the Lebanese request "the restoration of Lebanon to its natural and historical borders including the regions usurped by Turkey and to recognize the inalienable rights of the Lebanese to ultimate 








sovereignty."7 Obviously, the Maronite Patriarch was not seeking to extend the dominion of his diocese by restoring Lebanon to his natural and historical borders but rather to confirm his faith in the unity of Lebanon both as people and land.  Some even considered that the Patriarch's mission had negatively influenced the political, social, and economic welfare of the Maronites.  The realization of State of Great Lebanon and the restoration of its natural and historical unity formed a guarantee to the march which the Maronites have walked throughout their history, a march consistent with the constants of Lebanese historical heritage.





	The entity which was proclaimed on September 1, 1920 is a translation of the faith of the Lebanese, and primarily the Maronites, in their right to exist.  The prerequisite for maintaining this entity is to remain faithful to the legacy of our ancestors and to seek selfrealization founded on knowledge first and foremost.  The first principle of knowledge is to know one's self.  Pitfalls may come our way.  But as Gibran says: "If one of you falls, his fall should guide those who come after him."





Recommendations


	


	In order to promote the cooperation and fraternal bondage between the Maronite emigres, especially the young generation, and to strengthen their ties to their common heritage, I suggest the 








following:





1.	Establishing a central research and documentation center to provide the dioceses and the parishes with the sources and references dealing with Lebanese and Maronite history and heritage.  A Maronite university, University of Saint Esprit-Kaslik for instance, should supervise this center.  Such a center will attract researchers in the field, not only in Lebanon but in the world at large.





2.	Preparing audiovisual lectures in the basic languages intended at introducing Lebanese and Maronite history and heritage.  It is well known that the audiovisual method is the most effective tool to convey important messages. "A picture is worth a million words."





3.	Designing posters which highlight Lebanese heritage in general and the Maronite in particular.  Themes may include Lebanese natural environment, traditions and customs, cultural heritage etc...  These posters will be distributed to parishes, clubs and societies abroad and are sponsored by Lebanese at home or abroad.  These posters will have moral and financial dividends.





4.	Producing documentary films about Lebanese archeological sites with special emphasis on Maronite locations.  These films may be sponsored by financial firms in return for publicity privileges for these institutions. These archives of local television networks are 








rich in documentary material which will lessen the cost of producing these films.





5.	Organizing mobile art and culture exhibitions on regular.  These exhibitions are supervised by central continental committees in cooperation with the Episcopal Commission for the Lebanese Overseas.  The Commission, however, must be supported and to coordinate with the Catholic Episcopal Commission for Information.





6.	Publishing, in coordination with Church authorities. a directory of the dioceses, parishes, social organizations, associations, and other Maronite institutions overseas.  This directory must be kept-up-to-date.





7.	Publishing a periodical addressed to Maronite parishes overseas.  A joint body of the Catholic Episcopal Commission for Information and the Episcopal Commission for the Lebanese Overseas.  This periodical is initially funded by a stated subscription by the emigres and a financial and technical support by local monastic orders.





8.	Directing some students of the emigres to conduct scientific research and statistical studies of Lebanese potential abroad.  The researches are to be sponsored by individuals and groups.





9.	Providing scholarship for emigres' children provided by Maronite colleges and universities in Lebanon.








10.	Establishing an institution to supervise a student exchange program.  The families of these students are twinned.





11.	Organizing collective low rate trips to mother country to visit religious sites.  These visits are pilgrimages to such places as Kannubin, Annya, Jrapta, Harissa, Cana,  Our lady of Mantara etc...  The visitors will be hosted by local monasteries and parish societies.





	Any enterprise, no matter how ambitious it was, requires motivation, commitment, and organization; a strategy with purpose and agenda of implementation that takes into consideration the priorities set.





	The intellectual, technical, and material potential is available.  Our mission must be motivated by a profound faith in our land, our values and our role.  What we need is but a grain of faith.  Let us not doubt in our hearts, as the Master said, but believe that what we say will be done. (Mark 11:12)
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- Born in Tannourin in 1944.


- Historian and Archeologist.


- General Secretary of "Lebanese Heritage Foundation".


- Cultural Consultant of World Lebanese Cultural Union.


- Cultural Consultant of the Episcopal Commission for Lebanese        Overseas.


- Professor of History and Archeology, University of Saint Esprit,
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Publications





The Maronites, History and Constants.





The Roots of Christianity in Lebanon.





History of Lebanese World-Wide Presence.





The Name of Lebanon through the Ages.





The Genesis of Lebanese People.





The Lebanese Ancient Religion.





From the Pictographic Scripture to the Alphabet of Byblos.





Message from lebanon.





The Archeological Sites of South Lebanon.











Conferences.





Attended several conferences among which are:





- The Second Maronite Congress - New York, U.S.A.  October 1980.





- American Lebanese League Meeting - Washington, D.C. 1980.





- Fourth Convention of Libano-Brazilian Entities, October 1984.














- World Lebanese Cultural Union Convention, Buenos Aires, 1984.





- Third Maronite Congress, Montreal, Canada, July 1985.





- First Congress for Youth of Lebanese Descent, Montevideo, Uruguay, September 1986. 
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